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Announcement/Application for 2011 Joshua Tree Desert Studies Scholarship
October 22-23, 2011
Joshua Tree National Park and Big Morongo Preserve
The Mojave Environmental Education Consortium is pleased to announce an exciting opportunity for Grade K-12 teachers to receive a full scholarship to attend a two-day “place-based” outdoor workshop that will demonstrate to educators how to utilize arts and group facilitation to achieve more investment from students.
The Joshua Tree Desert Studies two-day workshop has been developed to infuse Environmental Education into standards based curriculum by demonstrating to teachers how to utilize concepts like exposition and sense of place to deepen and make richer the content of any lesson. Subjects such as history, literature, and science benefit from an understanding of the environment where they were formed and took place. Looking at man's relationship with nature, and the conditions that shaped beliefs, ideas, and stories, serve to allow students to connect to material, and increase the opportunity for research and in-depth consideration of topics.

This workshop will demonstrate to teachers how to utilize arts and group facilitation to achieve more investment from students. Teachers will be instructed on, and discuss the benefits of, using digital photography, pen and ink drawing, and other media to help students comprehend concepts and retain information by making it more personal and relevant. The program will also discuss the advantages of using group presentation and facilitation to further engage students and to provide professional development in public speaking. This skill set builds capacity and self-confidence. The workshop will be conducted in both the Joshua Tree National Park and the Morongo Preserve, where teachers will experience “place-based” learning.  A returning teacher from the previous year’s workshop will also provide a presentation on how they are utilizing what they learned from the workshop into their classroom.
We are pleased to have as the workshop presenter David Lamfrom, Wildlife Biologist/Photographer and California Desert Program Manager, with the National Parks Conservation Association.  David is a renowned wildlife biologist and wildlife photographer who worked with students on the recently published “Tortoise through the Lens” program.   Also invited are presenters to instruct the attendees on how to capture wildlife using pen, ink, or pencil mediums, and other guests presenting artistic disciplines that translate well into classrooms.
(10) Teacher Scholarships will be awarded to attend a two-day, overnight training session at both Joshua Tree National Park and the Big Morongo Preserve.  Scholarships include all meals, lodging, curriculum materials, a $50.00 transportation stipend, and an autographed copy of David Lamfrom’s “Tortoise through the Lens” book.  Attendees will need to bring their own camera to use during the workshop.  This year, the workshop recipients will be staying in Yucca Valley at the new Best Western, where each participant will have their own deluxe king-size room.  Dinner will be at the fun, unique, and historic “Harriet and Pappy’s “in historic Pioneer Town.

Workshop funded by a grant from the Boeing Company
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Application for Joshua Tree Desert Studies Scholarship
October 22-23, 2011
Yucca Valley Best Western
APPLICATION DEADLINE: September 30, 2011
Gender:____________

First Name:_____________________Last Name:_________________________

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________

School Name:_____________________________________________________

School Mailing Address:_____________________________________________

City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________

Home Phone:_______________________Cell Phone:_____________________

School Phone:_______________________ Fax:__________________________

Email Address:____________________________________________________

Current Teaching Position (grade level, subject area):______________________

________________________________________________________________

Short Answer Questions: Please answer on an additional sheet(s) of paper.

1. Have you previously addressed environmental topics with your students? In what ways?

2.   Regarding environmental topics, do you feel you are adequately supported in terms of   

      curriculum availability and necessary equipment (labs, photo supplies, technology,  

      professional network)?

3. It is expected that you will share your Desert Studies Workshop experience with MEEC and scholarship funder, Boeing.  Are you willing to communicate with MEEC about your classroom experiences using the materials and knowledge that you received at this workshop? Will you work with MEEC to publicize this scholarship experience?  Will you offer MEEC tangible feedback on student outcomes, once you implement what you have learned at the Desert Studies Workshop?

Upon completion of the Desert Studies Workshop, participants are asked to implement at least one activity with your students based on what you have learned from this workshop and share with MEEC.  Applicants must have the endorsement of their school administrator to attend the workshop and to implement the above within the following year.  PLEASE ENCLOSE AN ENDORSEMENT LETTER FROM YOUR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR WITH THIS APPLICATION.  Please submit this application by September 13, 2011 to: 
Christie Robinson, MEEC Program Specialist

14306 Park Ave

Victorville, CA 92392

Or email to: christier@mdaqmd.ca.gov or FAX to: (760) 241-6271 
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